
   

CHADDS FORD TOWNSHIP  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS' MEETING  

April 6, 2011  

OFFICIALS PRESENT:  
Garry Paul, Chairman  
Deborah Love, Vice Chair  
George Thorpe, Supervisor  
Joseph Barakat, Township Manager  
Hugh Donaghue, Solicitor  
Joe Mastronardo, Engineer  
Richard J. Jensen, Building Inspector & Zoning Officer  
Karen J. Eckard, Township Secretary  

Call to Order:  
Supervisor's Chairman Paul called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Supervisor Thorpe briefly reviewed emergency exit for the meeting attendees.  

State Police Report:  
Corporal Strzelecki reviewed the 66 incidents reported for the month of March in CFT.  In response to a 
question, Corporal Strzelecki said the burglary incident reported was residential.  

Approval - Minutes of March 2, 2011:  
Upon motion & second (Love/Thorpe) the Board unanimously accepted the minutes of the March 2

nd

 
meeting as amended.  

Supervisors Report: 
Chairman Paul said the Supervisors had nothing new to report.  

Manager’s Report:  
Mr. Barakat said he had submitted a written report, and he would also like to welcome Barbara Biedekapp to 
the township.  Mrs. Biedekapp has accepted the position of Assistant Secretary/Treasurer to the Sewer 
Authority. z 

Treasurer’s Report:  
Total deposits for the month of March – General Fund: $ 178,296.20 
Total deposits for the month of March – Liquid Fuels Fund: $ 70,321.47  
Total disbursements tonight, if approved: $ 87,691.00  
Cash balances of all accounts after disbursements: $2,858,258.28  
Motion to Approve Bills: 
Upon motion & second (Love/Thorpe), the Board unanimously approved the bills in the amount of 
$87,691.00.  

Recycling & Community Day – April 30th: 
The secretary announced on April 30

th

 the township is holding a Recycling & Community Day with paper 
shredding, recycling of electronic devices (Anything with a Plug), cell phones, and propane tanks will be 
recyclable on that day.   The Chadds Ford Civic Association is also hosting a Roadside Cleanup with free 



coffee and donuts for those who participate starting at 8:00 a.m. at the township building.  The Civic 
Association is also sponsoring a Food Drive to benefit At Risk families in our community and a Clothing Drive 
for the Goodwill.  Supervisor Thorpe said he would be handing out literature on the Brandywine Battlefield, 
and there will also be literature available on Lyme Disease / Tick Prevention and the DEP MS4 Program.   
 
Building Inspector/Zoning Officer:  
Rich Jensen reported he had submitted a written report to the Supervisors, and added that the Brandywine 
River Museum has submitted an application to go before the HARB Board.  Mr. Jensen also said he had 
supplied copies of several enforcement notices to the Board and that there were currently no applications 
before the ZHB.  

Old Business:  
Solicitor Donaghue reviewed the latest round of changes on the Sign Lighting Canopy & Awning Signs 
Billboards Ordinance. Mr. Donaghue said Supervisor Thorpe had also suggested a few changes to the 
ordinance. Mr. Donaghue noted that vehicles were not to be parked on properties and used for advertising 
purposes, and went on to review the recent round of changes with the Board.  Mr. Donaghue asked the Board 
for a motion to advertise the final draft of the ordinance with changes as discussed tonight. The Board agreed, 
and the following motion was made:  

Motion to Advertise Proposed Ordinance:  
Upon motion & second (Love/Thorpe,) the Board unanimously authorized the Township Manager to proceed 
with the next step in finalizing this ordinance by preparing a notification of a public hearing to consider the 
final draft of the proposed ordinance for adoption by the Township's Board of Supervisors, and a copy of that 
final draft will be sent to the Delaware County Planning Commission, and the Township's Planning 
Commission for their review and comment. Once this is completed, adoption of the proposed ordinance could 
be considered at the conclusion of the public hearing.  

New Business:  
Solicitor Donaghue presented the following resolution requesting the township lend the CFT Sewer Authority 
$225,000 at an interest rate of 1.2% for a term of six months beginning on the date of the transfer of the loan 
proceeds by Lender to Borrower to be used exclusively for payment of expenses required for the maintenance 
and operation of its public sewer system.  The Board briefly discussed this proposal and passed the following 
Resolution:  

Resolution 2011-12 – Authorizing Loan Agreement between CFTSA & CFT:  
Upon motion & second (Love/Thorpe) unanimously approved the request of the Chadds Ford Sewer Authority 
to borrow Two Hundred Twenty-five Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($225,000.00) for a period of six (6) 
months consistent with the terms and conditions of the Loan Agreement (Exhibit A) to be used exclusively for 
payment of expenses required for the maintenance and operation of its public sewer system within Chadds Ford 
Township.  At any time prior to the expiration of the initial six month loan term, the Parties by mutual 
agreement may extend the term of the loan for an additional six month term. 
 
Motion to Authorize Additional Depositories for Township Funds:  
Supervisor Paul reported that FAB (Financial Advisory Board) had met a week ago, and the committee 
interviewed two new banks hoping to find advantageous investment opportunities for the township. Supervisor 
Paul said the outcome of those meetings was to approve two new depositories for township funds.  
Motion:  
Upon motion & second (Thorpe/Love) approving Meridian Bank and First Corner Stone Bank to become 
additional depositories for the township to deposit up to $250,000 with the advantage being higher interest 
rates. Garry Paul abstained due to a conflict of interest.  



Children's Mental Health Awareness Week:  
Supervisor Love requested the Board to consider adopting a resolution proclaiming the Week of May 1 thru 7, 
2011 in Chadds Ford Township as Children's Mental Health Awareness Week. The Board unanimously 
agreed and the following resolution was adopted:  
Motion:  
Upon motion & second (Thorpe/Paul) unanimously agreed to proclaim the week of May 1 thru May 7, 2011 
as Children's Mental Health Awareness Week with the actual day being on May 3, 2011; urging our residents, 
all agencies and organizations to observe the importance of mental health awareness for the children and 
youth of our communities.  

Committee Reports:  
There were no Committee Reports other than the written ones that were submitted.  

Public Comment:  
Diane Smith, Bethel Township, was present to discuss the DELCO Animal Welfare Group and raise awareness 
and get public support.  Diane said the group meets every other Wednesday at the Wallingford Presbyterian 
Church, 110 East Brookhaven Road, Wallingford, PA.  Diane said the next meeting is April 13 at 7:00 p.m.  
Diane said the group is hoping to assist townships with stray animal issues.  Barakat said strays in the 
township are not a frequent problem, but if the problem arose, the township would pay the fee for the dog or cat 
to be picked up by the SPCA.  The Board thanked Ms. Smith for her time and interest.  

Bruce Prabel said he would like to make the Board aware that Sig Swenson, a former supervisor who had 
made numerous significant contributions to the township, was having serious health problems.  

Adjournment:  
Upon motion & second (Love/Thorpe) the Board agreed to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Karen J. Eckard Township 
Secretary  


