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   Chadds Ford Township Board of Supervisors Meeting 

August 5, 2009 
M I N U T E S 

 
OFFICIALS PRESENT:  George M. Thorpe, Chairman 

Deborah F. Love, Vice-Chairman 
Garry Paul, Supervisor 
Joseph Barakat, Township Manager 

    Joseph A. Mastronardo, Township Engineer 
    Judith B. Thorpe, Interim Secretary 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. 
Thorpe pointed out emergency exits.  
 
MOTION TO APPOINT INTERIM TOWNSHIP SECRETARY 

Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) Supervisors moved to appoint Judith B. Thorpe as 
Interim Township Secretary.  
 
STATE POLICE REPORT 
 Trooper Sidella, Media Barracks, Pennsylvania State Police, reviewed police activity in the 
Township during July.  There were 103 incidents including: 22 crashes; 1 DUI; 1 harassment; 3 of 
criminal mischief; 1 drug possession; 1 underage consumption of liquor; 2 domestic disturbances; and 9 
thefts.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Thorpe), Supervisors approved minutes of the July 1, 2009 
meeting, draft dated 7.27.09. 
 
SUPERVISORS REPORT 
 Mr. Thorpe reported two meetings; July 7 to discuss the Brandywine Battlefield situation with 
members of Delaware County Council, and August 3 to discuss legal matters and the August agenda. 
 The next Board meeting will be on the regular date of Wednesday, September 2 instead of 
Tuesday, September 1, as announced.  This Wednesday date will be posted on the web site and on the 
bulletin board. 
 Mr. Thorpe read aloud a letter commending Richard Jensen’s care and diligence in settling a 
long-standing dispute between neighbors.  Clara and Maurice Todd, who wrote the letter, requested that 
it be read aloud in its entirety. 
          
MANAGER’S REPORT 
 Mr. Barakat submitted a written report (copy follows). 
 

Ed and Kathy Wandersee, both of whom have served the township and county in many 
capacities over the past thirty years, will be moving out of the area.  The township and county will miss 
them greatly; however, now there is a vacancy on the Zoning Hearing Board which must be filled.   
MOTION TO APPROVE ZONING HEARING BOARD PERMANENT MEMBER 

Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) Supervisors approved Paul Koch, now alternate member, 
as the new permanent Zoning Hearing Board Member.  

We are now seeking candidates to fill the alternate member position.  
MaryAnn Furlong, the loyal and faithful township Secretary/Treasurer for seven years, has 

resigned.  She will be sorely missed.  
The process of filling the position of Municipal Secretary/Treasurer has begun.  The Auditor’s 

office has reviewed financial operations with Mrs. Furlong so as to avoid any transitional glitches. 
A free workshop on Adult CPR will be held on September 24 at 6:00 p.m. at the Township 

Building. 
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MOTION TO REAPPOINT HIGGINS ELECTRIC AS TRAFFIC SIGNAL CONTRACTOR 
 Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) supervisors reappointed Higgins Electric as the traffic 
signal contractor. 
 Mr. Barakat asked for volunteers to serve on the Communications Committee.  This involves 
working on the website, newsletter, implementing a government access TV plan, among other activities. 
 Brandywine Battlefield - The Supervisors, after months of effort, still have no definitive response 
from the Commonwealth and Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission (PHMC) regarding the 
status of the site.  The lack of a state budget clouds the issue.  The supervisors have formulated a 
business plan with PHMC and met with Delaware County Council members to discuss the problem.  
Delaware County understands the dilemma posed by the lack of a state budget and the significance of 
the site to the history of our region and has responded quickly and generously.   
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-28 RECOGNIZING DELAWARE COUNTY FOR THE 
FAVORABLE RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST  
 Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) Supervisors approved Resolution 2009-28 commending 
Delaware County Council members for their prompt and generous response to the request of Chadds 
Ford Township as to the needs of the Brandywine Battlefield National Historic Site. 
 The Supervisors also appreciate Jill Egan’s support expressed in the newsletter of the Civic 
Association.  Supervisors plan to meet with Chester County officials and the Chester County Convention 
and Visitors’ Bureau to seek further financial assistance.   
MOTION TO NOMINATE JOSEPH BARAKAT AS TEMPORARY TREASURER 
 Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) Joseph Barakat was approved as temporary township 
treasurer. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Barakat reported the following figures for July, 2009:  
   Cash Accounts Balance as of July 31st   $ 2,855,969.84  

(includes deposit to Open Space Fund of $85,133.62) 
Leaving cash balance of     $2,770,836.22 

   Bills to be approved           $174,685.83 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE TREASURER’S REPORT  

Upon motion and second (Paul/Thorpe) Supervisors approved the Treasurer’s Report for July, 
2009 and authorized payments in the amount of $ 174,685.83. 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
 A written report and fee checks for the month of July were submitted.  The Ming Village situation 
continues.  There is now a problem with the exit corridors to the rear of several of the shops.  Henderson 
has been notified. 
 
JGJM ASSOCIATES ZONING HEARING BOARD APPLICATION 
 Jack Heilman wishes to move his business from its present site at Rts. 202 and 1 to Rt. 202 and 
Dilworthtown Road to a site formerly occupied by a Getty station.  His new business would be limited to 
vehicle repair and the sale of pre-owned cars, and would no longer involve gasoline sales.  Michael 
Nasees, Esq., of Lyons, Dougherty, representing JGJM Associates, stated the current application is two-
fold; one, to utilize the existing non-conforming signage replacing the current name with the Heilman 
name or business logo and two, to use 9 of the 11 signs in the original plan. He then displayed a drawing 
of the site as it is now projected.  Richard Jensen pointed out the roof lines as displayed do not conform 
to the original request of crown molding.  He also stated that, although the signs on the front of the 
building are approved, others have slipped in over the years and have not been approved.  The Board 
suggested the applicant meet with the Zoning Hearing Board and let them make the final decision, 
bearing in mind the Supervisors’ preference for fewer and smaller signs.  

 
Keith Klaver thanked Mr. Heilman for clearing the former Getty property of weeds and debris so 

that there is now a clear line of vision for turning vehicles. 
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TOWNSHIP ENGINEER REPORT  
 A report was submitted summarizing activities during July, 2009 (copy follows).  Mr. Mastronardo 

recommended two escrow releases.  First is a third escrow release for the Fenceworks/Fanelli project, 
two of which have already been approved.  Second is a third escrow release for the Calvary Chapel 
project. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE IMPROVEMENT SECURITY ESCROW RELEASE #3 
FENCEWORKS/FANELLI AND IMPROVEMENT SECURITY ESCROW RELEASE #3 CALVARY 
CHAPEL 
 Upon motion and second (Paul/Love), Supervisors approved Improvement Security Escrow 
Release #3 for the Fenceworks/Fanelli project, reducing the Improvement Security Escrow by $8244.00 
with a remaining balance of $43,948.80, and Improvement Security Escrow Release #3 for the Calvary 
Chapel project, reducing the Improvement Security Escrow by $128,065.80 with a remaining balance of 
$1,150,344.02. 
       

Mr. Mastronardo informed Supervisors that the parking lot at the current post office is to be 
restriped, and that the seating tables in front of the Cattie Shack will be removed by the owner. Outdoor 
restaurant tables are not permitted, but benches for seating are. 
 
ALTERNATE ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 Jim Fritsch from Regester Associates requested on behalf of Dominic Pileggi a second escrow 
release for Old Ridge Village Phase 2 of $64,310 for landscaping and some design plan changes.  Some 
of the landscaping has died and must be replaced.  He provided a chart showing the current tree count 
and what is now requested.  He also displayed a depiction of an altered plan changing the currently 
approved two vegetation areas at the front of Ethan Allen to one concrete pad with landscaping moved to 
the new area, resulting in a gain of one parking spot. Behind the facility will be other vegetation with 
additional lighting.  Total landscaping request is for $34,350.  He also requests 21 lights where there are 
now 18 for a cost of $20,700.  The total request of $64,310 includes costs and fees. The original escrow 
amount was $160,000; of that, $71,725.50 has been spent leaving $88,274.50. Granting this request 
would leave $23,964.50, sufficient to complete Phase 2. There is also a line of credit and the $20,000 
cash in the Developer’s Agreement, the latter sum staying until the project is complete.   Mr. Jensen 
stated the sidewalk will be included in the next phase. 
MOTION TO APPROVE LANDSCAPING ESCROW RELEASE #2 AND ALTERATION OF PLANS FOR 
OLD RIDGE VILLAGE PHASE 2 
 Upon motion and second (Love/Paul) supervisors approved Release #2 for the Old Ridge Village 
Ethan Allen Phase 2 project, reducing the Improvement Security Escrow by $64,310.00 with a remaining 
balance of $23,964.50, and the submitted alteration in design. 
MOTION TO APPROVE GRADING ESCROW RELEASE ANTHONY SYLVAN POOLS 
 Upon motion (Love/Paul) Supervisors approved release of $800 grading escrow (Joesph Pileggi, 
Ring Road) to Anthony Sylvan Pools. 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
NEW BUSINESS 

Mary Beck, a Chadds Ford native living on Ring Road, celebrated her 100th birthday on August 1, 
2009.  The Supervisors want to congratulate her on this significant milestone in her life. 

Hannum’s Harley-Davidson will be holding its annual motorcycle event at the end of the month.  
Mr. Anthony Pierantozzi of Hannum’s requests permission to put up a tent on August 20 and take it down 
August 25. 

          
MOTION TO APPROVE REQUEST OF HANNUM’S HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
 Upon motion (Thorpe/Paul) supervisors approved the request of Anthony Pierantozzi of 
Hannum’s Harley-Davidson to erect a tent on August 20 and take it down on August 25. 
 PNC Bank - Judy Friess of PNC Bank wishes to reroute traffic at the Marshall Road entrance 
from 9 am to 2 pm on August 15 in conjunction with PNC’s Grand Reopening festivities.  She also is 
seeking a permit for a tent and a moon bounce.  Supervisors expressed concern over the closing of any 
portion of a route possibly used by emergency vehicles.  Richard Jensen also expressed concern.  He  



APPROVED.09.02.2009 
        Board of Supervisors 08/05/2009  

Page Four 
 
also mentioned that as yet there are no Braille exit signs on the door and building numbers on the 
building.  Ms. Friess stated the bank will comply with those requests in the near future.  Mr. Thorpe 
suggested Ms. Friess furnish Mr. Jensen a sketch of the traffic routes proposed for that day. Mr. Barakat 
stated a letter should be sent to the State Police and Concordville Fire Company prior to the date so that 
they may factor the altered route into their emergency response plans. 
MOTION TO APPROVE REQUEST OF PNC BANK 
 Upon motion and second (Paul/Love) Supervisors approved the PNC Bank request of a tent, 
moon bounce, and traffic rerouting subject to the submission of a sketch detailing plans to Mr. Jensen, 
submission of appropriate letters and plans to State Police and Concordville Fire Company, payment of 
required fees, and Mr. Jensen’s final approval of plans.  Mr. Jensen also needs the fire rating for any 
cooking or other electrical devices intended to be used that day. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
FINANCIAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 No report submitted. 
 
SEWER AUTHORITY 

A written report for the Sewer Authority follows.   
 
FIRE MARSHALL 

No report submitted.  A report from the Concordville Fire Company was received and reviewed. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
 No meeting was held.  
 
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Reardon submitted a written report (copy follows). 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD 
 Mr. Reardon submitted a written report (copy follows).     
 
HARB 
 No report. 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE 
 No report. 
 
LIBRARY REPORT 

A written report of library activities was submitted to the Supervisors. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mary Kot pointed out the large card for MaryAnn Furlong requesting everyone sign it. 
 The Wandersees and MaryAnn Furlong will be recognized at the traditional December Reception. 

Keith Klaver commended the Board on its efforts to maintain the Brandywine Battlefield, but he 
hopes the Board is watching expenses.  Both Mr. Barakat and the Supervisors said they are being very 
prudent and cautious.  
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Judith B. Thorpe 
Interim Township Secretary 
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