
APPR.05.04.2009 
  Chadds Ford Township Board of Supervisors Meeting 

April 1, 2009 
M I N U T E S 

 
OFFICIALS PRESENT:  George M. Thorpe, Chairman 

Deborah Love D’Elia, Vice-Chairman 
Garry Paul, Supervisor 

    Hugh A. Donaghue, Township Solicitor 
    Joseph A. Mastronardo, Township Engineer 
    Richard J. Jensen, Zoning Officer/Building Inspector 
    Maryann D. Furlong, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:43 PM with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. 
Thorpe pointed out emergency exits.   
 
STATE POLICE REPORT 
 No report was available. 
 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER REPORT  

Mr. Mastronardo requested to leave early to attend the annual Delaware County Engineers’ 
Dinner.  A report was submitted summarizing activities during March, 2009 (report follows).   

Mr. Mastronardo met with representatives of the Henderson Group regarding completion of the 
Loop Road project.  The Henderson Group agreed to contribute eighty percent of engineering fees for 
completion of the design.  Mr. Mastronardo asked Supervisors to approve an expenditure not to exceed 
$20,000 to complete the Township’s portion of design work, with Henderson paying eighty percent of that 
amount. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR COMPLETION OF ENGINEERING DESIGN - LOOP 
ROAD PROJECT 

Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors approved an expenditure not to exceed 
$20,000 for final engineering design of the Loop Road Project, contingent upon Henderson Group 
executing a letter of agreement for payment of eighty percent of that fee. 

 
Mr. Mastronardo will draft a letter regarding the scope of work for execution by both the Township 

and the Henderson Group.  
 

CHADDS FORD BUSINESS CAMPUS LOT 11 IMPROVEMENT SECURITY FINAL ESCROW 
RELEASE 
 Pursuant to a request by the Henderson Group, Mr. Mastronardo recommended a final release of 
improvement security escrow funds for the construction project on Lot 11, Chadds Ford Business 
Campus.  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE CHADDS FORD BUSINESS CAMPUS LOT 11 ESCROW RELEASE #2 FINAL  
 Upon motion and second (Love, Paul) Supervisors approved final release of Improvement 
Security escrow funds to the Henderson Group for the project at Lot 11, Chadds Ford Business Campus, 
in the amount of $98,181.88.  Security is in the form of a Letter of Credit. 
 
681 WEBB ROAD FINAL SUBDIVISION/LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 
 (Robert Pinto, Alternate Township Solicitor, replaced Mr. Donaghue for this application due to a 
conflict of interest.)   

Donald Weiss, Esquire, Applicant, asked Supervisors to approve the final subdivision 
development application for the property at 681 Webb Road.  Mr. Weiss reviewed the proposed resolution 
and was in agreement with the conditions set forth therein. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2009-12 FINAL SUBDIVISION APPLICATION – 681 WEBB 
ROAD 

Upon motion and second (Love, Paul) Supervisors approved the final subdivision and site plan for 
681 Webb Road conditioned upon compliance with all requirements as set forth therein. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES OF MARCH 4, 2009  

Upon motion and second (Love, Thorpe) Supervisors approved minutes of the March 4, 2009 
meeting, draft dated 3.20.09. 
 
SUPERVISORS’ REPORT 
 Mr. Thorpe reported that on March 16, 2009 all three Supervisors met to discuss development of 
the Loop Road both in Concord and Chadds Ford Townships. 
 On March 17, 2009, the three Supervisors interviewed candidates for the Township Manager 
position. 
 On March 26, 2009 Supervisors Love and Paul met to discuss personnel matters. 
 On March 29, 2009 Supervisors Love and Paul met with Keith Klaver, Chairman, Sewer 
Authority, to discuss personnel matters. 
 On March 31, 2009 the three Supervisors met to discuss Township Manager matters. 
 On April 1, 2009, there was a telephone conference and a meeting prior to the public meeting to 
discuss the Township Manager position.  
 
HANNUM HARLEY-DAVIDSON REQUEST  
 Anthony Pierantozzi, General Manager of Hannum Harley-Davidson sought permission to erect a 
tent once a month from Thursday through Tuesday to promote business.  In conjunction with the issue, 
Vice-Chair Love stated there was a request by the Chadds Ford Business Association to review signage 
requirements.  It was suggested that a one month tent permit be approved pending further decisions. 
 
MOTION TO GRANT A ONE MONTH SPECIAL PERMIT FOR HANNUM HARLEY DAVIDSON’S 
 Upon motion and second (Love, Paul) Supervisors approved a one month permit for a tent at 
Hannum Harley Davidson’s from Thursday, April 23, 2009 thru Tuesday, April 28, 2009. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
MOTION TO RELEASE ESCROWS FUNDS  
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Thorpe), Supervisors approved release of escrow funds in the 
amount of $7250.00 and closing of an escrow sub-account holding Township funds known as the Sewer 
CD, which funds will be deposited in the Infrastructure Fund.  $16,246.26 in escrow funds was released.  
 

Mrs. Furlong reported the following figures for the month of March, 2009: 
 Total deposits to General Fund   $              85,792.31 

  Total disbursements General Fund  $            139,804.07 
  Total disbursement Escrow Fund  $              16,246.26 
  Cash Accounts Balances   $         2,254,881.39 
   
MOTION TO APPROVE TREASURER’S REPORT  

Upon motion and second (Paul, Thorpe), Supervisors approved the Treasurer’s Report for March, 
2009 and authorized payment of bills in the amount of $139,804.07. 

 
 At the suggestion of the Township auditors, and after consultation with Mrs. Furlong as Township 
Treasurer, Supervisors were asked for approval to enter a journal entry which will have the effect of 
eliminating all old escrow liabilities and reconciling current escrow cash with escrow liabilities. 
 
 

Board of Supervisors 
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MOTION TO APPROVE JOURNAL ENTRY – ESCROW FUNDS 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors approved a journal entry to reconcile escrow 
liabilities with escrow cash as of December 31, 2007.  A copy of the journal entry follows. 

 
FIRE MARSHALL REPORT 
 No report was available. 
  
ROADMASTER’S REPORT/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

Joe Barakat, Roadmaster, presented a report for the month of March, 2009 (copy follows). 
The Roadmaster sought approval to participate in the Southern Chester County Municipal Co-Op for line 
striping on Heyburn, Marshall and Oakland roads, plus speed humps on Bullock Road. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PARTICIPATION IN THE SOUTHERN CHESTER COUNTY MUNICIPAL 
CO-OP FOR LINE STRIPING 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors approved expenditure of $1,774.55 for work 
as noted above. 
  
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 Please see written report. 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
 Mr. Jensen submitted a written report and fee checks for the month of March.  The Cattie Shack 
owner was cited for sign violations at the direction of the Supervisors.  The hearing was continued until 
April.  Supervisors instructed Mr. Jensen to cite the owner every other day for violations of the sign 
ordinance. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
 Chairman William Taylor submitted a written report. 
  
ZONING HEARING BOARD 
 Mr. Wandersee submitted a written report. 
   
HARB 
 There was nothing outstanding.   
 
SEWER AUTHORITY 

Mr. Klaver presented the monthly report for the Sewer Authority (copy follows).   
 

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Reardon asked Supervisors to authorize Kathleen Goodier to act as the Township’s 

representative for the purpose of electronically submitting the DCNR Grant.  The Supervisors agreed. 
 

LIBRARY REPORT 
There was no written report available. 
 

FINANCIAL ADVISORY BOARD 
FAB members met a number of times over the past month and made the following suggestions to 

Supervisors as to how best to place Township funds at the current time to get a better interest rate.    
Supervisors made the following motions: 
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MOTION TO CLOSE “SEWER FUND CD” 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors directed closure of the escrow sub-account at 
TD Bank with a balance of $8,996.26.  Funds will be transferred to the Infrastructure Fund at Sovereign 
Bank. 
 
MOTION TO CLOSE GENERAL FUND AT TD BANK AND OPEN NEW ACCOUNT AT DNB 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors directed that the General Fund checking 
account at TD Bank be closed and funds be transferred to a new money market account at DNB Bank. 
Electronic access will be established for the purpose of a Supervisor or Township Manager reviewing 
negotiated checks every month. 
 
MOTION TO TRANSFER OPEN SPACE FUNDS FROM SOVEREIGN BANK TO DNB  
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Thorpe) Supervisors approved transfer of Open Space funds 
from Sovereign Bank to a Certificate of Deposit at DNB to take advantage of a better interest rate.   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE CITIZENS BANK AS AN AUTHORIZED DEPOSITORY FOR TOWNSHIP 
FUNDS 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Thorpe) Supervisors approved Citizens Bank as an authorized 
depository for Township funds. 
 
MOTION TO TRANSFER $250,000 FROM INFRASTRUCTURE FUND TO CITIZENS BANK 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors approved transfer of $250,000 from the 
Infrastructure Fund at Sovereign Bank to a one year CD at Citizens Bank at a higher interest rate. 
 
MOTION TO ESTABLISH CDARS ACCOUNT 
 Upon motion and second (Paul, Love) Supervisors approved establishment of a CDARS account 
through Sovereign Bank and the transfer of $600,000 from the Infrastructure Fund to the CDARS 
account. 
 
 Mr. Donaghue recommended FAB provide a follow-up report within the next sixty days. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Bruce Prabel, Heyburn Road, reported two ATVs trespassing in the area of his home.   
 Mr. Jesson asked how often in the past Township funds have been used to support the Sewer 
Authority.  Mr. Paul reviewed past financials, discussed reimbursement for Turner’s Mill Wastewater 
Treatment Plant expenses and further stated that no money from Toll Brothers was used for the Sewer 
Authority. 
 Mrs. Reardon announced that on April 7, 2009, the Brandywine Scenic Byways Committee 
will hold their first public meeting for the corridor management plan at the Brandywine River Museum. 
 Susan Daryl, Brittons Bridge Road, asked questions regarding the Toll Brothers contribution to 
the Township and how those funds may be spent. 
    
OLD BUSINESS 
PNC BANK ZONING HEARING BOARD APPLICATION 
 Amee S. Farrell, Esquire and PNC Bank representatives reviewed a modified Zoning Hearing 
Board application regarding signage at the new PNC branch located at Marshall Road and Route 202.   
The new application significantly reduced the initial request with two signs being deleted and the bank  
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logo being removed from four directional signs.  One directional sign at Marshall Road will have a logo.  
There was discussion of specific requests and interpretation of whether square footage area is limited to 
lettering.  Representatives of PNC Bank suggested the Supervisors use common sense in approving 
signage. 
 After consideration, the Supervisors decided not to send the Township Solicitor to oppose the 
application. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF TOWNSHIP MANAGER  
 Mr. Thorpe announced that the Supervisors have offered the Township Manager position to 
Joseph Barakat.  The Township Solicitor will draft a contract for execution.  Mr. Paul stated that Mr. 
Barakat will continue to serve as Road Master and Emergency Management Coordinator.   
 Ed Wandersee, Walnut Ridge, asked what the starting salary will be.  Mr. Paul replied $69,900 for 
both Sewer Authority and Township Manager, with the Sewer Authority contributing a share.   
 Peter Jesson, Atwater Road asked if this was a political appointment.  Mr. Thorpe replied it was 
not.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
MASTER TRAIL PLAN DCNR GRANT RESOLUTION 2009-14 
 Upon motion and second (Love, Paul) Supervisors approved Resolution 2009-14 authorizing the 
Open Space Committee to make application for a 2009 DCNR Grant for the purpose of designing a 
Master Trail Site Plan for the Township. 
 
CHADDS FORD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION SIGN ORDINANCE SUGGESTIONS 
 Ms. Love reviewed discussion of the Township’s sign requirements at a recent breakfast meeting 
of the Chadds Ford Business Association.  Some suggestions are as follows: 

1. HARB appropriate signs as motorists enter the Village area from both sides; 
2. A revised temporary sign ordinance regarding monthly or quarterly events, and 
3. Relief for new commercial establishments for a specified period of time. 

 
Jim Leader, president of CFBA, is to poll members and advise Supervisors of the results.   

 
CONCORDVILLE CHADDS FORD ROTARY GOLF OUTING SIGN 
 Supervisor Love asked for Board approval to waive the normal temporary sign permit fee for 
placement of a sign advertising the Concordville Chadds Ford Rotary Golf Outing at Garnet VW/Ford.   
 
MOTION TO WAIVE  TEMPORARY SIGN PERMIT FEE  
 Upon motion and second (Love, Thorpe) Supervisors approved the installation of a temporary 
sign advertising the upcoming Concordville Chadds Ford Rotary Golf Outing and waived the normal 
temporary sign fee. 
 
RETENTION OF DIGITAL and/or AUDIO TAPE RECORDINGS RESOLUTION 2009-15 
 Mr. Donaghue recommended adoption of Resolution 2009-15 which is an extension of the Open 
Records Act.   
 
MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-15 RETENTION OF DIGITAL and/or AUDIO TAPE 
RECORDINGS 
 Upon motion and second (Thorpe, Paul) Supervisors adopted Resolution 2009-15 regarding 
retention requirements for tapes of public meetings. 
 
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE TOWNSHIP SECRETARY TO ADVERTISE CODIFICATION ORDINANCE  
 Upon motion and second (Thorpe, Love) Supervisors authorized the Township Secretary to 
advertise an enabling ordinance regarding the new codification of Township ordinances for adoption at 
the May Board meeting.  
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There being no further business, the meeting of the Board of Supervisors was adjourned at     
9:39 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
MARYANN D. FURLONG 
Township Secretary 
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